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Acrs xxiv. 2, 3. 


—— Seeing that by thee we 
enjoy great quietneſs, and 
that very worthy deeds 
are done unto this nation 
by thy providence, we ac- 
cept it always, and in all 

Places, moft noble Felix, 
with all thankſulneſs. : 


Els is the orator  Tertulus's 
RE addreſs to Felix the Roman 80 
vernor of Judea, introducto- 


ry to that charge which he 
— had undertaken at his tribu- 
nal again the apoſtle St, Paul, at the in- 
ſtigation of the malitious and bigotted 
Jews, The occaſion therefore of the words, 

it 


{04 8; "In, * Z 1 we 
zt muſt be confefled, does by 30 weg 
e er them: However, if we cotifi 
der them ingependent of Mar, they - ms 
well deſerve! - our notice aud regard, 
containing a ſuccin& deſcription of a 
and juſt government, with-: 
knowledgment of the benefits reſulting 
from thence. And this, I hope, may be 
thought a ſubject no way *foreign or 
unſuitable to the preſent ſolempity ; a 
folennity;, Which js itſelf one of the mott 
undoubted characteriſtics and attendants 
of ſuch a \. happen as well as the 
principal blefling con ſequent; therehpon: 
For, what 18 there ſo truly valuable in 
civil ſociety; as the conſtant, orderly, and 
uncorrupt adminiſtration. of. Juſtice, Which 
3s at Once both its racy EVE. __ 
faireſt. pres: \ I \ 


ie, in PTE BY Juft plaiſe of\che 
Chriſtian Religion, that, 8 ; noryichſtanding 
the contrary imphtation caſt upon it by 
its firſt adverſaries, as if it were an. eng- 
my to the civil power, and tho it be 
an inſtitution merely ſpiritual, or of 
religious intention; it expreſſes à proper 
concern for the rights of b 
enjoyns a moſt conſcientious tubmiffion, 
thereto; and lays down ſuc] precepts. 
and principles as naturally tend both to 
"as W and improvement hag + Y 
An 
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And, tho? I cannot indeed ſay, that the 
paſſage before us carries with it the weight 
or authority of a Chriſtian precept, being 
no more than complement made'by a 
Rbetoriclan, in pleading, to bis Judge; yet 
the matter of it is juſt in itſelf, and per- 
fectly conſonant to what the Scripture 


elſewhere delivers on the ſame topic: For 
it ſuggeſts the ſignal bleſſing of a righte- 
ous —— peaceful adminiſtration; and this 
in ſuch a, manner, as to intimate withal 
the grateful, ſenſe. wherewith it ought 
ro be entertained by us. The bleſſing 
is contain'd in the preceding part of the 
words, as they are addrefſed: to rhe fu- 
preme magiſtrate of Judea, By: tbee we en- 
joy great quietueſs, and very worthy deeds are 
done unto this nat ion by thy providence, For 
tho' the word providence, when put ab- 
ſolutely, and by itſelf, always denotes 
the divine wiſdom and power diſplayed in 
the government of the univerſe; yet, being 
applied, as it here is, to man, atis plainly 
to be taken in a much lower acceptation, 
as another term for counſit- or foreſigbt, a 
wiſe and prudent management of public 
affairs. Next, the remainder of the ſen- 
rence. expreſſes the gratefül ſentimentt: 
which the conſideration of ſuch a bleſ- 
ſing ought to excite in us; We accept 
it always, and in all places, | with all- 
themes — So that from the words na- 
es Foo turally 


Ws. 989 
kg 2 7 . two "Heads "of ail 
courſe * 
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1 Taz „ mene ot aeſwip 
tion . government, with the 
happi wn —_— | 


u. Tre proper returns of ny th in- 
cumbent on a people for the ſame. 


| TRHESE two conſiderations, with a few 
reflections flowing from each, will take 
np n ſequel of this diſcourſe. 


L Pe RMIT me eng l in "Y firſt place, 
to lay before you a brief ſcetch of civil 
government, and the happineſs attend- 
ing it ; which is the thing cn here 
intimates. 


I ſhall not take upon me to ſertle pre- 
ciſely the riſe and origin of government 
in general; an enquiry that has exer- 
ciſed the ableſt heads. It may ſuffice to 
ſay, as far as is neceſſary to obſerve any 
thing of this kind here, that government 
ſeems founded primarily on human conſent, 
or compact: And they who have deduced 
it from any principle excluſive of this, feem 
to have conſulted not ſo much the nature 
and reaſon of the thing itſelf, as preju- 
oe and the ſupport of ſome favourite 

| RT, 


ws Y 

TW} 

hypotheſis, with which they were already 
prepoſſeſſed. But let the origin, f go 
vernment be what it will; the end of it is 
unqueſtionably the e of the commu- 
nity: And therefore that particular ſtate 
of government which would anſwer this 
end, and ſo make good the character in 
the Text muſt, I conceive, have the con- 
currence of the following quatncations;* 90 


Iſt, Txzxe muſt be a due temperament. 
an enn of power, | - 


2dh, 'T HE banal and asien of good 
and wholeſome laws, 


— Few ag execution of thoſe RA in or- 
der to a regular adminiſtration of OR 


E A proper es in its bo- 


5thly, A ruſt « care 4. religion, and pro⸗ 


| riſion- for the free exerciſe of Its 


I A ſenſible tis much beyond my 
compaſe, nor will you expect it from my 
profeſſion, to ſpeak with any juſtneſs up- 
on theſe points. Suffer me however to 
be your remgmbrancer at leaſt, tho not 
your. inſtructor herein, and to hint our 
own pink in all the foremention'd 
reſpe 


* (10 
Tn 1/, thing requiſite to awel- ordered 
government, ſeems to be a due Temper A- 
TURE and SUBQRDINATEON' Of per. I 
believe it will be allowed me as a maxim, 
cc. That that government which leaves 
cc men moſt in their natural freedom, 
cc with the leaſt inconvenience to the 
cc hole, is the beſt conſtituted: And. 
again, et That in every ſtate the ſupreme 
ce power, Wherever placed, muſt, from the 
very nature and deſign of it, be abſo. 
cc Jute,” Hence then it follows, that the 
moſt effectual way for a community to 
ſecure its native liberties, is to be careful 
how it lodges the ſupreme power, i. e. not 
to deyolve too much into one hand, but 
to proportion it ſo as that one branch 
af the conſtitution may be a check upon 
another; whence will reſult a n . 
or poiſe ot the whole. 


OR government, like 1 is lubjec 
to two extreams, the ot and the cold, the 
torrid and the frig exceſs; the Gaming 
heats or extravagancies of power where 
'tis lawleſs and unconfined; and again, 

6 4 li feleſs, benümſed inactivity, where tis 
too much cramped and ſhackled-. The 
happy ſituation lies only in the inerme- 
diate” region betwixt botli theſe, where ſo- 
vereignty (like the /im, duly, placed in the 
centre) diſpenſes the beams of its kindly 
influence ſo as to ], but not fcbrdb, ehe- 
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(1) 
riſhing and enlivening all around it. This 

juſt temperament of power is the . 
baſis of the ſtructure we are deſcribing ; tis 
the great ſpring, that ſets the Wheels of 
government on going; the f/f mover in 
the political ſphere: And unleſs the firſt 
mover be right itſelf, what can we ex- 
pect but that all the motions proceeding 
from it will be falſe and eccentric, wild and 
exorbitant. And 

Tuts leads me to obſerve yet further, 
that under the ſupreme power thus prudently 
allotted, there muſt be likewiſe a proper ſi- 
ordination, 5. e. a natural gradation of au- 
thority deſcending by convenient ſteps 
from the; higheſt to the loweſt order in 
the community. This the very notion of 
a ſupreme power neceſſarily anfers, which 
{ſuppoſes others inferiour to it: And this 
ſubordination ſeems as neceſſary to the 
life and: ſubſiſtence of the © body politic,” as 
the ſame is to the body natural: Wherein 
there is not only the head to preſide and 
direct, but alſo the feet to ſupport, and 
the haudi to execute: And whoever ſhould 
go about to ſhew his regard to the higheff 
excluſſve of the ſubordinate parts, 2 


certainly find himſelf in a miſtake faut 
ebe eee 5 3 


15 45 Mew r to this proper ahnen 
7 „ well regulated ſtate en- 


B 2 joys 
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( 12) 
joys the [benefit and direction of good 
and wholeſom Laws. For theſe are the 
public voice, by which authority ſpeaks to 
all that are under it. Whence Gero very 
elegantly calls the magiſtrate a ſpeaking 
law, as the law is a dumb magiſtrate,” With- 
out the protection of the Jaw, the moſt 
ect innocence is no ſufficient ſecurity, 


but rather, expoſes men the more to in- 


juries. 

Arp again, the lau is ſo far * 
being any abridgment of liberty, that *tis 
in truth its only firm foundation, there 
being no ſuch thing as juſt liberty but un- 
der ſome law. Otherwiſe libertas libertate 
perit, liberty when it grows to exceſs 
becomes a kind of felo de ſe, and deſtroys 
itſell. Men are under the reſtraint of 
laws, only to enjoy liberty more effectu- 
ally. The very forming of ſociety con- 


bits in the teügning up of private Will, 


and ſubmitting to one common rule or 
meaſure of acting: Now the -law is that 
meaſure; the fixed ſtandard of behaviour 


both to prince, and people; a ſecurity of 


the rights and privileges belonging to the 
one, as well as of the ſubmiſſion, honour, 
and ſupport due to the other. This pri- 
vilege together with the preceding one 
ſeems to me the grand characteriſtic of a 
free ſtate, and to diſtinguiſn the ſame from 


e or: ener Sorernment, where 


their 


kan td 1 


r 


r.. 


. 
the is either no lam at all, but the mere 
arbitrary pleaſure of the ſovereign; or, 
which comes to the ſame, where the legiſ- 
lative and executive powers are blended 
together, and conſequently both procede 
from one and the ſame uncontroulable 
will, which can vary the law, as often as 
it varies itſelf. | 


Bur this is a kind of government, 


which (Gon be thanked! ) we of this 
iſland are ſtrangers to, nor can form any 
notion of, otherwiſe than from its happy 
reverſe: only, if we never come 
to any other knowledge of it, and will 
but let our neighbour's ſad experience in 
this particular, - TIE our own. 


34ly, Bur Rill in che 1d ace: Due leges 
fine MoR IBUS vane proficiunt ? Of what 
uſe are laws, unleſs r obſerved? But 
the obſervance of theſe depends upon their 
EXECUTION; and they cannot execute 
themſelves. The law is but a dead letter, 


till actuated by the hand of proper autho- 
rity, which muſt give it not only life and 


being, but alſo vigour and activity. With- 
out this the law is no better than 


an empty form, and the law-giver but 


the ſhadow of authority. The legiſlative 
power thereſore is defective, if it ads not 
ROLE us 4 _ ertenti ver. 
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(14) 
Nov the execution of the laws de- 
pends, ordinarily not ſo much upon the 
ſupreme as the ſubordinate powers, to whom 
it is entruſted in moſt of its branches. 
A thing which theſe would do well to 
conſider, to whoſe hands ſuch an impor· 
tant charge is more immediately commit- 
ted; ſo important, that all the benefits 
of ſociety depend upon this. And there- 
fore, as we of this. kingdom are peculi- 
arly happy in having ſuch excellent laws, 
and thoſe enacted no otherwiſe than 
by our on conſent; fo, you will allow 
me to ſay, we might be much happier 
ill, if they were but more ſtrictiy ex- 
ecuted: And therefore it concerns all 
perſons to contribute what they can, in 
their ſeveral ſtations, towards this good 
end, and to. put the ſtatutes in execu- 
tion againſt profaneſs and immorality, and 
to entorce Whatever concerns the good 
order, as Well: as the ſecurity, of the — 
Since *ewall be in vain to guard our doors 
and perſons gainſt fraud and violence, 
unleſs we Aue at the root of the evil 
by ſuppreſſing wickedneſs and vice in their 
beginnings.——:;: But I pretend not to 
direct my /uperiours; tho? this is indeed, in 
great meaſure, a common concern. 
L haſten rather to a 40h ingredient in the 
happineſs of auy government, which con- 
liſts in the duly cultivating peace. 


oN 4ibly, 


QC 18 


1 dn cull 3-28 7: 20218 2 

athly, Tx HE pron bans requiſiees 
might ſuffice to ſecure the welfare of 2 
ſtate. within itſelf : But, becauſe trade; 
and commerce, and other conſiderations 
do of neceſſity twiſt and intermingle the 
intereſts and concerns of nations with 
each other; henee the magiſtrace's care 
is not confined wholly to che limits of 
his own territories: war and peace with 
his neigbbourt make à great part of it, 
I fay therefore, tis happy for à people 


when the reigning powers are, out of will 


and inclination, iſpoſed ro preſerve and 
cultivatePEacre 

Fo x what ſecurity or probable aftrages 
of quiet and happineſs can that nation pro- 
miſe itfelf, whoſe prince delight. i wor; 
who cares not what miferies and defolations 
he involves his people or country in, if 
it will but exalt and aggrandize hir glory; 
who can ſport with the lives and fortunes 
of his ſubjects, and wantonly/laviſh away 
their blood and treaſure purely to indulge 
his ambitious or revengeful aims. 

Ap that this is not a mere imagi- 
nary or romantic” character, we cannot 
but be ſenſible, having ſeen it verified in 
more than one kingdom about us: may we 
never ſee it in ow 0221 Tho! (Gop be pra- 
{ed!) there is not the leaſt fear of it at pre- 
ſent, While we have a PRINCE on the 
throne, 


— — ——— 
— ͤ Ü — 
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throne, altogether as tender of his ſubjets 
lives, as of his own bonowr.. 

Bur, aſſure ourſelyes, thoſe . 
times, which make the moſt pompous figure, 
and loudeſt report in hiſtory, were by no 
means the happieſt: What we read. with 
pleaſure, was experienced with horrour, * 

Nor that war, even on the offenſrve, is un- 
lawful: this was never the opinion of any, 
but of a few weak enthuſiaſts. The ſword is 
put into the magiltrate's hand to repell inju- 
ries from abroad, as well as to correct dif- 
orders at, home ; and he mult not bear it in 
vain. War is oftentimes neceſlary, or even 
unavoidable : but then tis ſo, only for the 
ſake of, and in order to, peace; This is the 
motive that ſhould always direct and influ- 
ence it: Race being the very ſoul of ſocie- 
ty the chief end for which it was at firſt 
entred into. So that we may juſtly reckon 
this alſo among the characters eſſential to 
good g overnment, that under it aue enjoy all the 
quietneſi oonſiſtent with its welfare and s- 
ſer vation. 

Wrar we have diſcourſed hitherto con- 
cerns only the civil welfare of a community: 
But there is one conſideration ſtill behind, 
wich, tho L have given it the laſt place 
in order, well deſerves the firſt i in our re- 

gard and <eſteem 3 and . 18, | 
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pthly, Tux care of Ret.1610N in a govern- 
ment. For this is what muſt ſanRify and 
ſecure all the other benefits to us, and ſo 
is neceſſary not only for its own ſake (be- 
ing a matter of infinite and everlaſting 
concern) but even for the ſake of all 
the reſt. The throne (lays Solomon) is: eftas 
bliſhed by R164TEOUSNESS ; 7. e. not only by 
the adminiſtration of civi/jufice, tho' this 
will go a great way towards it, but by the 
obſervance withal of piety and every moral 
virtue. They can never be good ſubjects 
to their prince, who are rebels to to their 
maker. I cannot therefore but think it a 
wild opinion, which ſome have haſtily gi- 
ven into, to take from the magiſtrate all 
care of religion. This 1s robbing him of his 
greateſt glory, the beſt and richeſt jewel 
in his crown; and 'tis depriving re/igton 
too of its greateſt temporal ſecurity. 

Tnar the MINISTER f God ſhould have 
nothing to do with what is more peculiarly 
the Cause of God, is a notion that ſeems 
not very conſiſtent with itſelf. It was the 
language of bg Donatifts of old, Quid Impe- 
ratori cum Eccbſia? 

I the magiſtrate has a right to puniſh. 
immoralities of all kind becauſe in their na- 
ture deſtructive of civil ſociety; has he not a 
right equally to encourage religion and piety 
which are not only ſo beneficial, but even 
C neceſſary 


(18 ) 


neceſſary and eſſential to it ; and to diſcous 
their contraries ? 

Jam well aware that the en I am 
aſſerting, has been carried ſometimes into 
very blameable exceſſes; and that power, 
nnder a pretenſe of zeal for God's glory hath 
ſometimes done it the greateſt diſſervice, 
and gratified its own ſpleen or intereſts 
under that holy cover. Tis true, a clear zeal 
for religion can hardly be carried too high : 
but men may certainly miſtake their [paſſions 
for their zeal, And in this view of the 
matter thoſe ingenious perſons who have op- 
poſed this extreme, ſeem to have done very 
well, had they not hereby given counte- 
nance to the contrary ; But one extreme will 
never juſtify anorber, nor is it the way to 
cure it; or if it be, the remedy, poſſibly, 
may be worſe than the diſeaſe. 

TRE true fate of this matter ſeems to me 
to be, in ſhort, this: Chriſtianity is not only 
4 ſpiritual inſtitution, or rule of life; but 
ſu ppoſes alſo (according to the eſtabliſhment 
of it by its firſt founders) a wi/ible Church 
or complex ſociety of perſons profeſling a 
conformity to this inſtitution, Now, as 
ſuch, it can no more ſubſiſt, than any 
other ſociety can, without its proper laws 
and ordinances. That therefore there ſhould be 
an authority to preſcribe in matters of 
order and decency, i. e. to regulate the 
ourwace ROW of religion and adminiſtra» 
tion 


(19) 


tion of Go p's worſhip, ſeems a thing as 


juſt and allowable in its nature, as it is 
deſirable for its uſe, Wherefore the ma- 


giſtrate, tho* he can. have no power to 
alter the inſtitution itſelf, yer may well 
be allowed to regulate and enforce the 
obſervance of it. | 

Two D, I confeſs, be, in my opt- 
nion, a groſs abuſe of this power, if he 


| ſhould take occaſion from hence to offer 


any violence to the natural freedom of 
mens conſciences, and that right of private judge- 


ment, which Go Dp hath endued every man 


with: Theſe are concerns of the ten- 
dereſt nature, and which muſt always be 
preſerved facred and inviolable. But, as 
the magiſtrate certainly ot not, ſo, I 
think, he never zeed break in upon theſe ; 


| becauſe the juſt and ſober exerciſe of them, 


can never hurt either religion or govern- 
ment. But if any will wantonly abuſe and 
pervert the ſame to ill purpoſes; I ſee no 
injuſtice, or abſurdity in their being an- 
ſwerable for this abuſe of their rale, 


any more, then that are fo for the abuſe 


of their civil liberty. a 
Br enough, upon a point which con- 


traverſy has made too tender to be long 


inſiſted on. | 

Tus I have briefly. run thro' ſome 

of the chief ingredients in the character 

of a juſt and Fo adminiſtration, And 
2 1 
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I wiſh I have not been guilty of the ſame 
impropriety with that Greek Philoſopher *, 
who diſputed concerning the art of war 
before the experteſt commander of his 
time : And ſo poſſibly I may have incur- * 
red the cenſure not only of ſtepping out 
of my profeſſion, but of preſuming to 1 
inſtruct perſons from whom I might much 
better receive inſtruction myſelt in ſuch 
matters, J 
Bur, as I ſaid at firſt, my aim has 
been to diſcharge the part not ſo much of 9 
your inſtruttour as remembrancer ; and what 

I have diſcourſed thus far may be con- 
ſidered as a neceſſary ground-work of © 
what I am now further to offer (more | 
immediately within the compaſs of mx 
profeſſion) under the "A 
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IId. GENERAL head, wiz. T 
turns of Dv r , due on che peoples part, 
for the excellent bleſſing I have been de- 3 


ſcribing, Of theſe returns, the princi- = 
pal, or rather the ſum and complex, is 
HANKFULNESS, which alone there- b 


3 9 


fore is expreſſed in the text; rhankfulne(; 

in its full extent, as univerſal as the 

benefit; Ve accept it always, and in al! 

laces, with al enkfulveſs. This 3s the 4 

only poſſible return an inferiour can make 

tQ a ſuperiour ; and *tis an acceptable one 
400g 
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too, becauſe , it implies at once both an 
acknowledgment of ſuperiority.and good- 
neſs in him tis made to; and again, in 
him that makes it, of dependence, and a 
willingneſs to do more if it were in his 
power. Now this comprehenſive duty of 
thankfulneſs will, in the preſent caſe, natu- 
rally branch out and diſplay itſelf in theſe 
three particulars. 


1/, Ir we are duly thankful to Go 


For the bleſling of government, we ſhall, 


both praiſe him for it, and pray to him 
for its continuance. 


24ly, WE ſhall ſet a juſt value theres 
upon. And 


34y, We ſhall pay an hearty and uni- 
wr obedience thereto. 


Or theſe very briefly, having not left 
myſelf room to dilate upon them as 
they deſerve; But the reaſon, whereon 
they are grounded, is, in truth, ſo evi- 
dent, as not to need it, 


if, I Ss Ax, tis the duty of ſubjects 
in return for the blefling of good go- 
yernment, to pRAISE Go n for the ſame. 
Gap is the ſole author and fountain, 
not only of our being, but happineſs too; 
5 Je 
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1% flour ws al things richly to enjoy. Tis 
from im that every good gift, and every per- 
fe gift cometh down; more particularly 
ment, which is therefore in ſcriprure 
in Apeeial manner aſcribed to him. 
me kings reign, (ſays the wiſdom of 
Tos * ) and princes decree juſtice: By mie 
princes mule, and nobles, even all he judges of the 
earth, And again, St. u calls the ma- 
giltrate , The miniſter of Go D, and magi- 
racy bis ordinance; So that we are to 
look up to bim as the original ſource of 
all theſe bleſſings, however mediately con- 
veyed to us by the intervention ot wy 
powers, his vicegerents. 

Ap this reaſon concludes as ſtrong- 
ly why we ſhould likewiſe pxay to GO 
for the 3 of them ; becauſe He, 
who is the ſole authour and diſpoſer of 
any good, can alone ſecure the ſaniè · d 
us. Now the hearts of kings are in Go D's 
auie and governance: They are in the hand of 
#he Lo & o, (the wiſe man tells us ) as the 
rivers of water, he turneth them- whither ſos 
ever he will, As the rivers of water: 
The expreſſion is very emphatical, to de- 
note the ealy, irreſiſtible influence the Al- 
mighty exerciſes over their minds, which 
He can lead and direct into a new train 
of thoughts and counſils, wich as much 


8 | caſe 


Prov. vii. 13. + Rom. zii. || Prov: xxi. 13 
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caſe, as the waters of a river are derived 
into a new duct or channel. The apoſtles 
exhortation therefore is very reaſonable, 
who bids us in an eſpecial manner to offer 
prayers, and ſupplications as well as thankſgi= 
wings for KINGS and all - that are in AuTHoOs 
RITY, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives 
in godlineſs and boneſty *. * 


2. Bur we can neither praiſe Gon 
for any thing, nor beg the conti- 
nuance of it heartily, unleſs we are ſens 
ſible tis a bleſſing ; and therefore in the ſe- 
cond place, thankfulneſs for government im- 
plies further, that we ſet a juſt VaLvE upon 
it. Now in order to this, there needs no 
more then to ſpend a ſerious thought, now 
and then, in reflecting thereupon. For the 
bleſſing of good government is like that of 


| liberty, or health, or ſeaſonable weather ; be- 


cauſe *tis common and familiar to us, we 
are inſenſible of its value, till we come ta 
be unhappily convinced by the loſs of it. 
Since therefore things are beſt ſeen by 
compariſon, and happineſs, like light, borrows 
an additional luſtre from being ſurround» 
ed, and caſt into the ſame plan, with 
ſhade; that we may diſcern how great 
a bleſſing government is, it may ſuffice to 
conſider the. unſpeakable unhappineſs that 
would attend the art of it: To confider, 


what 


-- 


* 2, Tim. ii. 1. 
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what a fierce and ſavage, what a ſe!fiſh 
and | intractable creature man is in a mere 
Kate of nature, left wholy to himſelf, with- 
out the culture of diſciphne, or reſtraint 
of laws; no creature perhaps having more 
vehement paſſions to deſire miſchiet, none 
more cunning to contrive, none greater 
power to effect it: To obſerve only 
the inſolent and outrageous behaviour 
of a riotous multitude, when they are infla- 
med with either real or imaginary grie- 
Vances :—— Theſe ſeem, as it were, broke 
looſe from government, and ſo are a lively 


image of what would be the ſtate of the 
world without it, 


3. Now the proper reſult of all theſe 
ſentiments, if we are but ſincere in them, 
will be -34/y, a ready and conſcientious 
OBEDIENCE, ö. e. reverence for the per- 
ſons, and ſubmiſſion to the authority of 
thoſe powers, who under Go p, are the 
inſtruments to us of ſo much happineſs. - 


I am by no means an advocate for ſla- 
viſh notions, which are too often advan- 
ced on this head, and have been too long 
vented among us: nor would I comple- 
ment even the beſt prince in the world 
with a degree of power that may be 
abuſed by a bad one. —— But obedience to 
governours within the law, is founded on a 

| | x double 
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doieble baſis as fixed and immutable as the 
nature of things, viz. both the dignity, and 
the uſefulneſs of their office. The dignity 
is, remotely. at leaſt, from Go D himſelf 
the great ſovereign of the univerſe, hoſe 
is the kingdom and the power, whole miniſter 
the magiltrate is, and who hath impreſſed 
upon *him, ſome-image and reſemblance of 
his own ſovereignty : whence the ſcripture 
honours princes with the appellation it- 
ſelf, I have ſaid 3e are God s.“ iN 
Fos tho' neither any particular form of 
government nor yet the deſignation of the 
perſon governing be immediately from Gop, 
or of his appointment; yet the inſtitut ion 
itſelf is thus far ſo, as it is the dictate of his 
will, and the conſtitution of his providence 
manifeſted to us from the law of nature, as 
well as confirmed by the divine poſitive law. 
And tho” Iam far from thinking that 25 in- 
veſts rulers with ſuch an abſolute, unli- 
mited, uncontroulable power, as is incon- 
ſiſtent with the very ends of goyearment ; 
yet it undoubtedly juſtifies, nay forcibly 
demands all that reverence and ſubmiſſi- 
on which is neceſſary to theſe ends, and 
which therefore the beſt and wiſeſt nati- 
ons in the world have ever agreed to pay 
them. 4 

_ And this is no leſs ſtrongly enforced 
from the other conſideration before laid 
down, to wit, the end and deſign of ma- 
| 9 D giſtracy, 
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pilteacy, which is PrBL1c Good, the 
greateſt” and moſt uſeful end imaginable. 
This argument pleads as effectually for the 
equity of obedience, as the firſt does for 
its obligation. For to defend the innocent, 
to puniſn the guilty, to protect all in their 
juſt rights and liberties, to preſerve that 
peace and order which preſerves the World; 
in a word, to ſecure to mankind all the 
comforts and conveniences of civil life, 
muſt certainly be the nobleſt purpoſe,” and 
higheſt exerciſe of hman power: So that 


there is the utmoſt reaſon for obedience to 


government: And that not only for wrath, as 


the apoſtle ſpeaks, or from a principle of 
fear, (this is a laviſh motive) bur alſo for 


conſcience ſake: Conſcience both toward Gon, 
and the magiſtrate: Toward Gop; whoſe 
ordinance it is that ſome ſhould bear rule, 
and others be in ſubjection: and again, 
toward the magiftrare; who is Hrs miniſter, 
and whoſe office is, in fact, ſo neceffary and 
beneficial to mankind, oO 
_Tavs I have repreſented to you, tho? in 
a tranſient imperfe& manner, both the 
general character and benefits of good 
overnment, and alſo the obligations of 
Taty it lays upon rhoſe that enjoy it. 
AND now to beſpeak your patience 
in the ſtile of Tertullus, in the words immedi- 
ately following the text, that I be not further 
tedious unto jou, I pray you, that you would hear me, 


of 
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of your clemency but a few words more, while I 
briefly apply, what has been ſaid, more im- 
mediately to our ſelves and our own caſe; 
I am aware that applications on this 
ſubject are apt to be cenſured by many 
as preaching of politics ; and I agree with 
them thus far, that i ought by no means 
to be the ordinary ſubject of our diſcourſes 
from the pulpit.— But ſtill there are pro- 
per ' ſeaſons and occaſſons (whereof I take 
the | preſent to be one) wherein it may be 
not only decent, but even the duty of a 
ſincere miniſter of the Goſpel, to remind 
people of their obligations of this ſort, 
and to make them ſenſible how happy they 
are in this reſpect, perhaps beyond all the 
nations of the earth beſide. For this tends 
to render ſubjects more eaſy and content 
with their condition, more thankful to 
Go p, and more reſpectful to their f- 
periours, not only to the KI Nd as ſupreme, 
but likewiſe to them that are ſent by him, 
(ſuch as are ow eminently before our 
eyes) for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for 
the praiſe of them that do well. 

Now the ſcheme of government which I 
have been hitherto delineating, is not a 
mere Uzopia ; Its original platform may. be 
ſeen in Great Britain, and I have only co- 
pied each particular from the wiſdom of 
our own government and adminiſtration. 
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Tur Britiſh conſtitution is ſo mixed 
and tempered, that I believe we may 
truly ſay of it, it ſeems to approach per- 
fection as near, as any thing of this kind 
well can, being admirably ſuited to pro- 
mote that which is the end of all govern- 
ment, the happineſs of the community, Tis 
ſuch a happy compoſition out of all the 
ſeveral forms of government, that it 
ſhares their chief conveniences, without 
their inconveniences; the majeſty of mo- 
narchy without the tyranny ; the freedom 
of democracy without the fatiouſneſs at- 
tending it. Next, this conſtitution is en- 
forced, and actuated by a ſyſtem of excel- 
lent laws ; laws all of our own making, i. e. 
to which the concurrence of the commo- 
nalty is neceſſary by their repreſentatives 
in parliament : and theſe laws are the mea- 
ſure of the prince's rule no leſs than of the 
peoples Obedience. Again, the execution of 
theſe laws is not left wholly to the arbitra- 
ry diſcretion of a ſingle perſon, whoſe in- 
tereſt it might be to have them lie dor- 
mant; but lies in a manner open to eve- 
ry body, ſo that we may thank ourſelves 
it chere be any great defect in this parti- 
cular.— Further, we enjoy the exerciſe 
of our religion, the 'Chriſtian religion, not 
only in that pwrity, both of doctrine and 
worſhip, which (I cruſt) may juſtify our 
higheſt boaſts of it; but we enjoy it more- 

over, 
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over in the true freedom of the Goſpel, in 
the ſpirit of charity, and with a tender re- 
gard to the ſcrupulous conſciences of thoſe, 
whoſe misfortune (nay and our,) it is, that 
they cannot think with us. 

And to compleat the whole, all theſe. 
invaluable benefits, which I before ſhewed. 
to be eſſential to good government, are an- 
{wered and ſecured to «s, under the admi- 
niſtration of a KN , who ſeems endued 
with all the princely qualities neceſſary to 
render either a kingdom glorious, or a peo 
ple happy: who needs only to be known, 
that he may be loved; to be ſeen, that he 
may be admired : the greater their baſenels, 
who have, from time to time, abuſed the 
common people's/ ignorance of their ſove- 
reign ſo unjuſtly to his- prejudice, either 
inventing ſcandalous ſtories malitiouſly 
themſelves, or giving too eaſy credit to 
them, or reporting them haſtily, or aggra-. 
vating them ſpitefully,or ſcatteringthem 1n- 
duſtriouſly. A Kine, who fills up the high- 
elt regal character, wiz. that of a true father 
of his country, having the ſame tenderneſs for 
his ſuljects, as if they were indeed his children- 
A king, who pays the ſame ſtrict, and in- 
violate regard to the law, with the meaneſt 
in his kingdom, having no intereſt ſepa- 
rate from that; who ſets a greater value 
upon his peoples juſt rights and liberty, 
than on the falſe ſplendour of deſpotic 
| power 
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power; and prefers their welfare to bis 


on glory, as it is in truth bis greateſt glory: 

Ibo makes no wars to gratify his own am- 
bition, but either prevents them by his 
prudence, or puts an end to them by his 


ances abroad, with no other end, but to 
preſerve the PrRoTEsTANT RELIGION, 
and the peace and /iberties of Euxore. In 
a word, a King, who is deſervedly famed 
for his wiſdom and magnanimity, his juſtice 
and clemeney every where, but where 
he ought to be moſt ſo, among ourſelves, 
Strange, that any, who have p. neareſt 
and the immediate enjoyment of all theſe 
virtues, ſhould be the leaſt ſenſible of them, 
the laſt to acknowledge their merit! But 
we mult expect that men, who are ene- 
mies to the preſent conſtitution, will be ſo 
likewiſe to the FAMIL * which is its only 
ſupport. Wherefore to quicken their 
ſenſe of theſe bleſſings and that they 
may take a taſte of the contrary ſtate, with- 
out _ unhappy experience of it; I would 
recommend to ſuch perſons, the malecon- 
tents among us, to caſt an eye upon ſome 
neighbouring | kingdoms, where they will 
behold the government - lawleſs, the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice arbitrary, proper- 
ty precarious, and liberty, (even that of 
religion, which ought to be the freeſt of 
N el. or rather quite 2 
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mediation; and 2ho forms powerful lli- ; 
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and ſeeing that by the wiſe providence of our 


And are theſe the felicities we hanker 
after? Cannot we be, at leaſt, contew: with 
chat condition, which is ſo juſtly the exvy 
of all around us? Or, poflibly ſome are 
not yet convinced of the utter imprao- 
ticableneſs of any union with the Romiſte 
Church: Let ſuch conſider but the lateſt 
inſtance of their barbariry, and learn from 


the inhuman treatment of the Proteſtants. 


at TRORN, what a fraudulent and trea- 
cherous, what a cruel and ſavage, what 
an implacable and unrelenting ſpirit Po- 
PERY is of, which challenges an avowed 
ranny over the conſciences of men, 
which makes all religion, all morality, nay, 
and bunaxity itſelf bend to its worldly 
intereſts, And may not this excite in us 
ſome jealouſy, at leaſt, at any ſeeming 
approaches of that communion . toward. the 
Proteſtant, and make us enterain the ſame 
ſuſpicion with him in the poet, 


ine DAN A08 & DON A ferentes ? 


WHEREFORE to conclude, as I be- 
gan, with the text, more immediately ap- 
plied to ourſelves; © Seeing that, under 
te rhe preſent happy adminiftration, we 
© enjoy great quietmeſs, peace abroad, and 
© (if we do not obſtruct it ourſelves) a 
« moſt profound tranquillity at home; 


_— | * 
0320 
moſt excellent ſovereign King Gro x dE, 
and thoſe about him, many, very many 
by deeds are done unto this nation, acts of 
the greateſt wiſdom as well as emolument, (fo 
the original word ſignifies) eminent ſer- 
vices both to church and ſtate, witneſs 
the late unexampled teſtimonies of tbe 
royal bounty to our two Univerſities, and the 
great encouragement given to religion, as 
well as learning, throughout the king- 
dom: I doubt not but I ſhall have the 
. concurrence of all that hear me, when 
1 ſay, He accept it always, and in all Places, 
, with all thankfulneſs, + 579 M1183 


And G op grant | we may improve 
te ſame to the good purpoſes for 

_ which it is deſigned; thro Jus us 
©, CHRIST our Lord! Amen. 
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